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Student Responsibility

The university expects al Rice students to exercise personal responsibility over
their actions. Their behavior should reflect arespect for the law and for their contractual
obligations, aconsideration for therights of others, and shared standards of considerate
and ethical behavior.

Rice encourages self-discipline, recognizing that effective student government,
including judicia processes, and the integrity of the honor system depend on the
willingness of all students to meet community standards of conduct.

Theuniversity, however, reservestheright toinsist onthewithdrawal of any student
whose conduct it judgesto beclearly detrimental to the best interestsof either the student
or the university. The appropriate authorities take such action only after careful
consideration.

No individual or group may use the name of the university or one of its colleges
without prior approval of the university or the college.

TheHonor System

The honor system, one of the oldest and proudest traditions at Rice, isadministered
by theHonor Council, whose student membersare el ected each year by the student body.
Adopted by astudent votein 1916, the honor system has remained essentially the same
sincethat time but for changesin the procedures and membership of the Honor Council.

Students take all written examinations and complete any specifically designated
assignmentsunder the honor system. By committing themsel vesto the honor system, al
students accept responsibility for assuring the integrity of the examinations and assign-
ments conducted under it. The Honor Council is responsible for investigating reported
violations and for conducting a hearing when the facts warrant. The assistant dean of
student judicia programs, who reviews the results of the investigations and hearing,
considers the council’ s recommendations when issuing penalties.

The Honor Council conducts an ongoing program to acquaint new students and
faculty with the honor system.

Faculty Grading Guidelines

The Committee on Examinations and Standing has drawn up the following guide-
lines on grading. Additional information is available on pages 34-36.

* The evauation of the student’s performance in a course and a decision on the
appropriategradeistheresponsibility of thedesignatedinstructor or instructors
in the course.

* No student should be given an extension of time or opportunities to improve a
grade that are not available to all members of the class, except for verified
illness or justified absence from campus. Students who have three scheduled
final examinations in two consecutive calendar days may, however, take one
of the examinations at another time. Except for scheduled exams, no course
assignments may be due between the last day of classes and the last day of the
final examination period.

» Studentsin independent study courses are not to be allowed an extension beyond
the time when grades are due. Faculty are to submit grades at the end of the
semester for such students based on work completed during the semester. The
instructor directing the independent study assumes responsibility with the
student for ensuring that the work undertaken is appropriate to the span of a
semester and for determining the degree credit to be received.
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 The basis for grading and the expectations on all written assignments or tests
should be clearly explained to the classin advance, preferably inwriting at the
beginning of the semester. Theinstructor should explain clearly which assign-
ments or homework are covered by the honor system and which are not. To
prevent allegations of plagiarism on written assignments, students should be
warned that all direct and indirect quotations from other sources should be
properly acknowledged. Theinstructor should explain the extent to which the
student’s paper is expected to be independent of the references and clearly
distinguishable from them.

« Instructorsshould bewilling to give any student an explanation of hisor her grade
as consistent with the grading for the rest of the class. For this reason, the
committee urges the faculty to preserve al examinations and written material
not returned to studentsaswell asgraderecordsfor the semester for at |east one
month into the following semester so that students may, if they wish, review
with their instructor the basis for the grade received.

* Instructors may not change a semester grade after the grade sheet has been
submitted totheregistrar, except whenthereisaclerical errorincalculating the
grade. Thisisalong-standing university rule of which thefaculty arereminded
by theregistrar at the end of each semester. It isdesigned in part to protect the
faculty from student pressure for grade changes. All other grade changes,
including retroactivechangetowithdrawal orincomplete, must be approved by
the Committee on Examinations and Standing on the basisof awritten petition
from the student and on information from the instructor.

« Thereis no university requirement that a final examination be givenin a course.
Itisuniversity policy that final examinationsthat cover more than the material
since the last examination, that are the only exam in the course, or that are
comprehensive of the entire course may be given only during the final
examination period. Such examinations may not, for example, be labeled
“tests” and administered during thelast week of classes. Final examinationsare
normally of 3-hour duration. Faculty who, under exceptional circumstances,
wish to give longer examinations may do so only if the exam is scheduled as
take-home. Under no circumstances may final exams exceed five hours. The
“due date” for all take-homefinal examsisthe end of the examination period.

* First-year students receive mid-semester grades around the eighth week of the
fall and spring semesters so that they can, if advisable, enroll in tutoring or
drop a class for which they may not be prepared. Faculty who teach first-
year students in any of their classes will be asked to submit grades of
standing for these students during the seventh week of the semester and
should schedule the grading of tests, quizzes, or homework assignments
accordingly. These grades are not recorded on the student’s transcript nor
calculated in the grade point average, but they are important indicators for
students and their faculty advisers.

 Departments using teaching associates, adjunct professors, or visiting faculty of
any kind should make sure these teachers are familiar with Rice grading
procedures. A regular faculty member who is well-versed in the grading
guidelines should be assigned to assist such instructors.

Thechair of the Committee on Examinations and Standing or the vice president for
student affairs will be glad to advise any faculty member faced with exceptional
circumstancesthat may justify special consideration. Studentsmay petition the commit-
tee concerning the application of these guidelines. Suspected or possibleviolationsof the
honor system should be submitted to the Honor Council.
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Library and Computing Resour ces

Students seeking information for coursework and independent or graduate research
may visit Fondren Library at the heart of the university campus, or they may access any
of anumber of campus computing labs and networks.

Fondren Library

Fondren Library provides a wealth of resources for study and research. Its
permanent collection numbers 2 million volumes, more than 2.7 million microforms,
15,000 current periodical and serial titles, and 47,000 titles on audiotape, videotape, and
compact disc. The library iswell-equipped to meet the needs of students and faculty.

Students exploring the library’s extensive holdings can take advantage of its
networking systems. With Macintosh, PC, and UNIX workstations scattered throughout
the first floor of the library, students looking for information have their choice of print
or electronic media. Wireless networking is available on the first floor, and circulating
Macintosh Powerbooks are available for students to use in the building.

If they want to postpone atrek to the library, students may use the campuswide
information system, Ricel nfo, to accessthelibrary’ sonline catalog. Ricelnfo aso links
students to a wide variety of literature indexes and a growing collection of full-text
reference sources, as well as primary literature.

The library staff is committed to the use of evolving information technologies,
whether in helping to develop “electronic studios’ (collections of applicationsand tools
tailored to a particular subject or need) or in easing user access to networking systems.
Thelibrary’ selectronic resources al so include multimedia packages and large data sets,
and students will find many specialized research tools available, such as computer
programs for text analysis and geographic information systems software.

Fondren Library providesahomefor anumber of separate collections. Itisafederal
depository for U.S. government publications, patents, and trademarks. The Woodson
Research Center holdsthelibrary’ srarebooks, manuscripts, and university archives. The
library also houses the Alice Pratt Brown Fine Arts Library. The Business Information
Center isin Herring Hall.

The library has an open-shelf policy that encourages creative browsing. Students
may use a host of special facilities, including individual study carrels, group-study
rooms, audiovisual equipment, electronic workstations, and microform reading carrels.
Photocopiers are available in the library.

Fondren Library operates on the philosophy that alibrary ismorethan acollection
of books. Itis, instead, an essential campus resource with aknowledgeabl e staff and up-
to-datetechnol ogies—an inviting placethat introduces students and faculty to arange of
rich possibilities as they pursue their independent inquiries.

Owlnet Computing Resour ces

Owlnet consists of the computing resources available for educational use by
members of the Rice community. The Division of Information Technology manages
theseresources, including the campuslabs, software applications, campus network, and
dial-up services.

Owlnet is comprised of three platforms: UNIX workstations and Macintosh and
PC-compatible microcomputers. Using Owlnet, students complete homework assign-
ments, browse the web or create their own web pages, and use electronic mail to
communicate with professors, classmates, friends, and family. All undergraduates are
eligible for an Owlnet account.
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Help. Each college has three resident student College Computing Associates
(CCAY¥) to help with questions about using personal computers and Rice computing
facilities. In addition, computer consultants are available at the Consulting Center,
located in 103 Mudd Lab. In general, the Consulting Center is open during normal
business hours and can be contacted at 713-348-4983. Questions can be submitted via
e-mail to problem@rice.edu or viathe web at http://problem.rice.edu. Consultants also
work at the Reference Desk in Fondren Library during posted hours.

Publications about computing services and how to use supported systems and
software are available outside 103 Mudd Lab or on the web at http://www.rice.edu/
Computer/Documents. Students can learn more about computing by taking avariety of
short courses covering many of the programs and operating systems supported by Rice
(see http://www.rice.edu/Computer/Short_Courses). Courses are 1 to 3 hours long and
are free to students.

Student-Owned Computers. Each college dorm room hasoneactive network drop
for every occupant, providing a direct connection to the campus network. College
Computing Associates can assist students by installing the necessary network software
on their machine in order to connect to the campus network.

Studentsliving off campuscan connect totheRicenetwork viatheRicedia -up service.
To learn more about remote access, see our website at http://www.rice.edu/Computer.

Owlnet Computing L abs. Owlnet computing labsare scattered acrossthecampus,
including onein each residential college. Most Owlnet labsare available 24 hoursaday
withaRicelD card and proper authorization. Somelabsarelimitedto hoursof operations
for the building. In addition, note that some computer labs are used as classrooms during
certain posted hours. Lists of available hardware and software are avail able on the web
at http://www.rice.edu/Computer/Facilities. Some of the larger |abs are:

Fondren Library (1st and 2nd floor)

Mudd Lab (1st floor)

Anderson 218

Ryon Lab 102

Policies. Students using Rice computing facilities and services are required to
observe Rice's policies and procedures, as well as state and federal laws, governing
computer use. A copy of the Appropriate Use of Computing Resources Policy can be
picked up in the Consulting Center (103 Mudd Lab) or can be read online at
http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~presiden/Policies/General /832-99.html.

For Further Information. Moreinformation about available computing resources
and the online account application form for new accounts can be found on Ricelnfo’s
computing web pages (http://www.rice.edu/Computer). Studentswho need help or wish
to ask aquestion can contact the Consulting Center by visiting 103 Mudd L ab, by calling
713-348-4983, or by e-mailing problem@rice.edu. Consulting staff can help students
get started and can guide them to additional resources.

Student Health and Counseling Services

Student Health Fee

By paying an annual student health servicefee, all students gain accessto both the
Student Health Serviceand the Rice Counseling Center. Detailed informationonthecare
and services each provide is available from both clinics.
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Student Health Service

Thisoutpatient primary-care clinic in the north wing of Hanszen Collegeis staffed
by two physicians and two nurses. Clinic hoursarefrom 8:30 A.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, during fall and spring semesters. For after-hours and weekend medical
care, students may choose among anumber of local hospitals. Students must pay for al
medical care outside the clinic’s purview, including blood tests, x-rays, and outside
physician consultations. Should such medical care be necessary, students are urged to
review their insurance coverage and pick the best available option.

In serious emergencies, students should call the Student Health Service (713-348-
4966 during work hours) or the Rice University Police Department (713-348-6000).

The clinic is open full time from the first day of Orientation Week until the day
before commencement. Itisclosed during the Christmasbreak and the Thanksgiving and
Easter weekends, but it remains open in the mornings during midterm breaks. Theclinic
is also open for reduced hours during the summer months.

The Student Health Service provides the following:

* Primary carefor illness and injury with referrals to specialists when needed

» Maintenance of health records for al students

* Immunizations

* Contraceptive counseling and routine Pap smears

* Allergy shots (students must provide serum after a specialist allergy workup)

 Physical examinations (e.g., for employment, transfer to another school, or

scholarship expeditions)

Confidentiality. The Student Health Service physician-patient relationship is a
confidential one, and medical recordswill not be rel eased except as required by law, or
when the patient poses a significant risk to herself or himself or another person.

Health I nsurance. All Rice students must have health insurance, and MUST enter
details of their health insurance online at http://dacnet.rice.edu/serviceshedth by
August 15 to avoid automatic billing. Students may purchase insurance through the
university, as described in a brochure sent to incoming and returning students each
summer; dependent coverage is also available. For additional brochures and applica-
tions, students should contact the Cashier’ s Office, Student Health Services, or the Rice
Counseling Center. Rice's group coverage for the 2001-2002 school year is effective
from 12:01 A.m., August 15, 2001, until 12:01 .M., August 15, 2002.

Rice Counseling Center

Rice Counseling Center, in 301A Lovett Hall, addresses students' psychological
needs with various programs and services. The center is open year-round except for
scheduled holidays and occasional all-day staff retreats. Office hoursfor counseling and
consultations are 8:30 A.m. to noon and 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Students can make appointments by calling 713-348-4867 or by visiting the center.

Typically, most students who use the counseling services bring with them very
common concerns: roommate problems, breakup of a relationship, academic and/or
interpersonal anxiety, family problems, difficultiesadjusting to Rice, or confusion about
personal goals, values, and identity. Counselors are equipped to handle a variety of
issues, including substance abuse, eating disorders, sexual assault/abuse/date violence,
depression, and the coming-out process. Rice Counseling Center offers both individual
and group counseling as well as educational workshops and programs.

When students need prolonged or specialized counseling or treatment, counselors
refer them to an outside provider. The students, or their health insurance, must pick up
those costs. All students who have paid the Health Service Fee are eligible for initial
assessment sessions, consultations, crisis intervention, and educational programming.
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Individual or group counseling may aso be available, if appropriate.

The Rice Counseling Center provides the following services:

* Initial assessment

* Short-term individual and couples counseling

 Group therapy and support groups

» Medication consultations with the center’ s consulting psychiatrist

* Other consultations (e.g., how to make areferral or how to respond to a friend
in distress)

* Educational programming (e.g., various presentations on mental health issues)

« Crisis intervention on a walk-in emergency basis during regular office hours;
studentsmay call 713-348-4867 for assistance with emergenciesafter hoursor
on weekends

College Assistance Peer Program (CAPP). In this peer educator program,
students who have been carefully selected and trained in listening skills and mental-
health education serve as supportive listeners and referral sources for other students.
They also assist the center with its educational programming.

Students with Disabilities. Because students who have physical limitations may
find it difficult to reach the Rice Counseling Center’ sthird-floor location in Lovett Hall,
staff will arrangeto seethose studentsin amore accessi blelocation on campus. Students
should call the center to make these arrangements.

Confidentiality. Counseling servicesare confidential: information about astudent
is not released without that student’s written permission. By state law, confidentiality
does not extend to circumstanceswhere (1) thereisrisk of imminent harm to the student
or others; (2) the counsel or hasreasonto believethat achild or an elderly or handicapped
person is, or is in danger of, being abused or neglected; (3) a court order isissued to
releaseinformation; (4) the student isinvolved in acriminal lawsuit; or (5) the counsel or
suspects that the student has been the victim of sexual exploitation by aformer health
provider during the course of treatment with that provider.

Student Resource Centers

Rice Memorial Center/Ley Student Center

The Rice Memoria Center/Ley Student Center provides a base for a range of
student-centered activities. Itisalso aninformal place where students, faculty, and staff
can congregate. Individuals meet over casual mealsat Sammy’ s Cafeteriaand drinks at
the Coffeehouse and Willy’ s Pub, which al so offers pizzas, sandwiches, and Smoothees
as lunch and dinner options. Others browse through the Rice Campus Store. Located
within the group of buildings, students find an array of offices, programs, and resource
centers, including the Career Services Center, the Community Involvement Center, the
Office of Academic Advising, the Rice Program Council, and the assorted student,
international student, and graduate student associations. The campus radio station
KTRU has offices there, in addition to the Thresher (the campus newspaper) and the
Campanile (the yearbook). The Rice Memorial Chapel anchors one end of the two-
center complex, which also houses the Association of Rice Alumni. On any given
evening, the larger rooms may be busy with meetings or catered dinners, and members
of the Rice community regularly tap the facilities for special events, from parties and
concerts to weddings.
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Career Services Center

The Career Services Center is open to everyone in the university community.
Undergraduates unabl e to decide on amajor, career, or graduate program, or those who
lack direction in the path they have chosen, may benefit from career counseling; testing
isalsoavailablefor thoseinterested inamoreanalytical approach. Peer counsel orsassist
both undergraduate and graduate studentswith résumé or vitawriting, interviewing, and
job search strategies.

The center sponsors workshops, career panels, and various career fairs each year.
Studentswill find details on individual events publicized throughout the campusand in
Career News, acenter newsletter. The Career Library also hasasubstantial collection of
resources, including literature on abroad range of occupations, material onlocating and
securing employment, and information on summer jobs, individual companies, and
graduate schools.

Representatives from business, industry, and other institutionsvisit the center each
year, seeking both summer workersand full-timeemployees. Any interested student may
scheduleinterviewswith these representatives. Studentslookingfor full-time, part-time,
or summer jobs should also check out the listings in the Career Library.

Undergraduate liberal arts majors seeking to parlay their B.A. degrees into a
businesscareer may want to consider theRiceJoint Venture Program, whichissponsored
by the Career Services Center. Studentsaccepted into the program undertakeinternships
with Houston-area businesses during one semester.

Office of Multicultural Affairs

Located in the cloisters of the Rice Memorial Center, the Office of Multicultural
Affairs responds to the academic and social needs of ethnic minority students at Rice.
Primarily providing counseling and support, the office maintains its own library of
information on graduate schools, jobs, fellowships, internships, and other opportunities
availableto minority studentsoncethey leave Rice. Theoffice encouragescross-cultural
programming on campus and attempts to promote a general awareness of issuesrelated
to cultural diversity. The Office of Multicultural Affairsis centra to the university’s
continuing efforts to recruit and retain more minority students.

Health Education Office

Also lodged in the cloisters of the Rice Memorial Center, the Health Education
Office runs programs on such issues as sexua heath awareness, substance abuse
prevention, nutrition and diet, and acquaintance rape. The office provides studentswith
private consultations and aresource room containing health-related literature, including
brochures, journals, and posters. Student volunteers with the Health Education Office
participate in groups such as Students Organized Against Rape (SOAR) and serve as
health representatives for their colleges.

Disability Support Services

LocatedintheLey Student Center, Disability Support Services coordinatescampus
accommodations for individuals with documented disabilities. Adaptive equipment,
such as assistive listening devices, recordingsfor the blind and dyslexic, and temporary
mobility assistance is available for students with specific needs. Information is main-
tained on scholarships, internships, and other resources specific to students with
disabilities. Counseling and advocacy are available as well as consultation on the
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
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Sports

Intercollegiate Athletics

Riceisamember of the Western Athletic Conference and a Division [-A member
of the National Collegiate Athletic Association. The university fieldsteamsfor menin
football, basketball, baseball, tennis, golf, cross-country, and indoor and outdoor track.
Women team sports include basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, cross-
country, and indoor and outdoor track. Home footbal| games are played in the beautiful
70,000-seat Rice Stadium. Therest of theuniversity’ sextensiveathleticfacilitiesinclude
Autry Court and Fox Gymnasium for basketball and volleyball, Reckling Park for
baseball, the Jake Hess Tennis Stadium, the Rice Track/Soccer Stadium, and the John L.
Cox Fitness Center. Encouraging its student-athletes to pursue high goals, Rice prides
itself onitsdual goal of excellencein both academicsand athletics; therigors of one may
not serve as an excuse for less than high-quality performance in the other.

Intramural Sports

TheDepartment of Kinesiology offersasupervised program of intramural sportsfor
all students, faculty, and staff. Anyonemay participateinindividual, dual, or teamsports;
swim meets; and track and field events. Interested students, faculty, and staff may also
form teams to compete in the wide variety of tournaments available. While all students
may take part in the university intramural tournaments, undergraduates may aso
represent their respective colleges in the college team sports tournaments that follow
intramural play. In the past few years, Rice has seen more than 6,000 entries in 53
tournaments. Students are reminded, though, that they participate at their own risk.

Sports Clubs

In addition to the intramural program, the Department of Student Activities
administersasportsclub program. A sportsclubisaspecial-interest group organized by
students who want to play, and promote interest in, aparticular sport. Club organization
depends on student interest. In recent years, clubs have included badminton, cricket,
cycling, dance, fencing, field hockey, frisbee, lacrosse, martial arts, rowing, rughby,
sailing, shooting, soccer, softball, and volleyball. Studentsjoin these groupsto increase
both individual and team skills through a dual program of instruction and competition.
They support the clubs with individual contributions, membership dues, solicitation of
university funds, and various fund-raising activities. Again, students participate in the
different sports at their own risk.

Student Automobiles

All students must register their vehicles with the Traffic Division of the Rice
University Police Department. Students must park in assigned areas and observe
university regulations. lllegally parked or unregistered vehicles are subject to towing
and/or fines by the university. Copies of University Traffic and Parking Regulations, a
publication giving a detailed account of student privileges and responsibilities, are
available from the Traffic Division or online at http://rupd.rice.edu/parkingregs.
Students must inform all guests of parking regulations; vehicles belonging to visitors
who repeatedly violate these rules a'so may be towed or booted.



