
-rhe number of ublic biodiesel filling
 
stations has grown to 48 in Washington.
 

PROPOSED 
Solutions 
Of aU the solutions that have been proposed in Con­
gress or by U.S. presidential candidates to promote 
U.S. energy independence, which is the best one? TIle 
reality is that no single solution that has been proposed 
will lead to a decrease in U.S. gasoline consumption or 
achieve U.S. energy independence. Eliminating 12 million 
barrels a day of oil imports from our dail}' lives is not 
plausible. What should we be looking fot in a sound 
policy on reducing reliance 011 foreign oil and pro­
tecting the global climate? It is going \0 take a pOIifolio 
ofpolicies including many different kinds of measures to 
reduce oil use and promote new technology. It may also 
require changes La lifestyle and perhaps, depending on 
circumstances in the future, personal sacrifices. 

T herein lies our situation and the barometer 
through which proposed energy policies 
should be judged. The reality is, in order for 
us to decrease oil consumption, many of the 

proposed policies would have to be implemented all at 
the same time. Any single policy implemented by itself 
is unlikely to be able to do more than eliminate only a 
small part of our future increase. ~ 

IN THE NORTHWEST 
Here are steps being taken in 
Washington and Idaho to reduce 
gasoline consumption: 
o In an executive order addressing climate 
change, Washington Gov. Christine Gregoire 
pledged to work with farmers, fuel distributors and 
others to ensure that biodiesel fuel---<:lerived from 
agricultural sources such as soybeans and blended 
with petroleum·based diesel to power diesel en· 
gines-is produced and sold in the state. 
o Imperium Renewables opened the nation's larg­
est biodiesel refinery in Hoquiam, Wash., in August. 
o The Green Car Company (425-820-4549, www 

.thegreencarco.com) in Kirkland, Wash., sells cars 
powered by ethanol, biodiesel and electricity. 
o logen Biorefinery Partners has proposed devel· 
oping a plant in Shelley, Idaho, to produce ethanol 
from wheat straw and other agricultural residues. 
o The number of pUblic biodiesel filling stations 
has grown to 48 in Washington and 26 in Idaho (see 
www.biodiesel.orgfor the complete list). 
For more on alternative fuels, contact the Northwest 
Biofuels Association (206·389·8660, www.nwbio 

fuels.org) or the Puget Sound Clean Cities Coalition 
(206·684·0935, www.pugetsoundc/eancities.org). 
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